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FREEMASONRY

“THE CRAFT”

MEMBERSHIP – In the United States membership has dropped roughly 75% from a high of 4.1 million in 1959 to a little over 2 million as of 2022; Worldwide the membership is about 6 million. Membership is marked by various degrees through which one may pass. There are 13,700 lodges in America, a decline from 15,300; 33,700 lodges worldwide. They constitute the largest worldwide secret society. For many it is merely a fraternal fellowship; a men’s club.
AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS – DeMolay: Youth






    Eastern Star: Women






    Job’s Daughters: Relatives






    Prince Hall: Blacks (Segregated)

LEVELS OR DEGREES OF ORGANIZATION

                                                      THE BLUE LODGE

1. Entered Apprentice





     2.   Fellow Craft

          The Cover on the Book





     3.   Master Mason

                60% of Masons





   YORK RITE




          SCOTTISH RITE
           Chapter – 4 Levels




               33 Degrees





        Real Substance lies
         Lodge of Perfection





      In the Higher Degrees










         Each degree serves as initiatory





 
SHRINERS
        steps into deeper mysteries







                of Freemasonry.

“The great mass of the membership is densely ignorant of everything connected with Masonry… The majority of Masons are sadly lacking in the knowledge of the height, breadth, and depth of Masonic teachings as contained in the meanings of many symbols of Masonry… Those who know the least about Freemasonry are the Masons themselves... Nearly every Mason thinks he knows all about it. As a matter of fact, however, he does not.”

SPHERES OF INFLUENCE – Religion, education, business, charitable organizations, politics. They have dominated the U.S. Supreme Court, and fourteen U.S. Presidents have been Masons. Scotland Yard was heavily Masonic. Their chief religious influence is seen in Unitarianism, Mormonism, and Witchcraft. Many officers of the Salvation Army are Masons. The Vatican is infiltrated with Masons, and the Presbyterian Church of Wales is “strongly influenced” by Masonry.
 Former Mason Jack Harris observes that “many ministers, elders, deacons, trustees and Sunday School teachers are Masons.”
 Their influence extends much further than their numbers would seem to indicate.

“Their influence is enough within the Church that most conservative Christian denominations bodies (excluding the South Baptist) have issued official declarations condemning Masonry as a non-Christian or an antichristian religion.”

FORM OF RELIGION – humanistic; mystical; eclectic or syncretistic. They have no worship services; not a church per se, but a fraternal organization. Freemasons gather at club meetings. They claim to be non-religious or not a religion, but all have the trappings of a deeply religious organization. They meet at “Temples”, and have an altar, sacred books, prayers, and rituals. They have never had one authoritative leader. Masons are led by the laws and regulations of Freemasonry. All lodges worldwide have the same symbols, degrees, and teachings. Freemasons are bound through obedience to the ancient mystery “truths” that are gradually revealed as they advance in rank or degree.

     They proclaim, “Masonry is the one true religion whose mystical core constitutes the inner truths of all religions.”
 They are the higher form of religion. They claim to be compatible with Christianity, but deny the Trinity, Deity of Christ, salvation by grace through faith, and the uniqueness of the Bible. Freemasonry promotes involvement with the occult as a means of achieving a higher degree of “truth”.

PUBLICATIONS – they have none since they are a secret fraternity. However, they have three major works:

· “Coils Masonic Encyclopedia” by Henry Coil.

· ” Mackey’s Revised Encyclopedia of Freemasonry” by Albert Mackey

· “Morals and Doctrines” by Albert Pike

HISTORY -- Many of the humanists in the 1500’s sought to define a new system of morality because of the corruption they saw in the Church. In order to do this, they felt they needed to establish a new world order. They read Plato who said, “that if we could have a group of wise men who were well paid to rule over the people then there would be no corruption. This was their plan, but first they needed to destroy the present world order based on the rules of God – through the King and the Church. To publicly proclaim such an idea in that day would be seen as heresy and treason, the result being the loss of one’s head or imprisonment.

     The roots of Masonry began in the Middle Ages. Guildsmen and craftsmen were called Masons. The early Freemasons were craftsmen who built the churches, highly skilled individuals who formed trade unions, called lodges, to protect trade secrets and skills. This early form was called “operative or Craft Masonry”. During subsequent centuries the lodges were opened to anyone who sought membership, which included politicians, clergymen, scientists, and philosophers. These humanist thinkers infiltrated into the Craft/Masonic Lodges, known as “Speculative Masons”, called so by the “Craft Masons”. Even today there are the two types of Masons: “Craft Masons”, genuine masons who build buildings, and the “Speculative Masons”, the humanist thinkers whose purpose is to build a new world order. These new members gradually began to formulate various rituals and doctrines to accompany some of the simple trade symbols already in use by the operative or working Masons. It was during this time that occultism was brought into the lodges. They incorporated pagan mystery religious beliefs (Egypt, Rome Greece) and occult practices. Eventually the various grades, workers went through in learning their various crafts, were replaced by degrees of advancement in esoteric knowledge. Speculative Masons interpreted the symbols and artifacts of Craft Masonry in an allegorical, religious manner.

     Modern Masonry began in 1717 in England and came to America and Canada as people migrated.

PURPOSE – “to reach the spiritual and divine within himself” (Henry C. Clausen, Clausen’s Commentaries on Morals and Dogma, p. 157).
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